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PHIL500.001          Prof. John Didier                             Seminar in Major Philosophical Texts 
crn 80589                                                               T,  3:30p – 6:00p, Eddy 120 

In this course we will read and analyze major texts of Chinese philosophical traditions, from the classical 
(ca. 500-221 BC) and early-imperial (ca. 221 BC-220 AD) periods through the middle period (through ca. 
1000-1200 AD). Texts will include sections of the Analects, Mengzi, Xunzi, Laozi, Zhuangzi, the 
Zhongyong (Doctrine of the Mean), the Daxue (Great Learning), The Spring and Autumn Annals of Mr. 
Lü, the Huainanzi, and the Liezi, as well as texts of middle-period Chinese Buddhist tradition that helped 
to create by the year 950 or so newly developing syncretisms of indigenous Chinese traditions and the 
imported Buddhist tradition in all of metaphysics, epistemology, and social and political philosophy. 
These intellectual transformations altered forever the generalized Chinese world view regarding its own 
versus other entities’ socio-political existence and of their interactions. 

 

PHIL525.001        Prof. Jeff Kasser                                             Stability and Epistemic Value  
crn 80590                                                  W 6:00p – 8:50p, Eddy120 
 
Recent years have seen an explosion of interest in one of epistemology’s oldest questions: why, 
if at all, is knowledge more valuable than (mere) true belief? We will follow the “value turn in 
epistemology” that has raised this Platonic question about knowledge construed as reliably 
formed true belief and as true belief obtained through the exercise of intellectual virtue. But we 
will focus mostly on an answer that gets broached in the Meno itself, viz. that knowledge has a 
valuable kind of stability that mere true belief lacks. So we will ask what cognitive stability 
might believably be, what might be distinctively valuable about it, and whether knowledge (or 
some other valuable epistemic state like understanding) can be cashed out in terms of stability. 

 
PHIL535.001        Prof. Idris Hamid      Introduction to Metaphysics for Graduate Students 
crn 78858                              M, 3:30p – 5:50p, Eddy 120 
 
What is the nature of reality, consciousness, and value (i.e., goodness) in the cosmos? How does personal 
consciousness interact with cosmic reality? Put another way: What is truth? Metaphysics involves the 
struggle to discover and to articulate, in an intelligible and coherent manner, a system of general 
principles governing the development of reality, consciousness, and value; and revealing their 
classification in relation to the general forms of human experience. 
 
What does it mean to be human? What are the forms of human experience, of consciousness and action? 
Metaphysics studies the movement of consciousness within each level of experience, and the 
transcendence of consciousness from each lower level to the higher. Metaphysics seeks a common 
roadmap through which each person may objectively seek answers to the above and related questions, 
with a view to thereby 



contextualize and guide one’s actions in the world at large.  
 
How is metaphysics related to my field of study? How is it related to my future research or career? 
Metaphysics is relevant to virtually every domain of human inquiry. This includes the liberal arts, the 
sciences, and business. The enterprise of metaphysics aims to articulate a science of wisdom that ties 
together the foundations of the various domains and paths of scientific and other human inquiry. In the 
words of 
Erwin Schrödinger, the famous scientist: 

The isolated knowledge obtained by a group of specialists in a narrow field 
has in itself no value whatsoever, but only in its synthesis with all the rest of 
knowledge and only inasmuch as it really contributes in this synthesis toward 
answering the demand: Who are we? 

 
This seminar will work primarily, but not exclusively, within the Western tradition of metaphysical 
investigation that begins with Heraclitus, Plato, and Aristotle, and which reaches its pinnacle in the 
systems of Hegel and Whitehead. Consideration will also be given to some global traditions of 
metaphysics (e.g., Chinese and Islamic). 
 
Metaphysics 535 has no prerequisites and is open to all CSU Graduate students. No previous familiarity 
with philosophy is assumed. It is also open to advanced or senior undergraduates – with permission of 
the instructor. 
 
 
PHIL564.R01          Prof. Bernie Rollin                                             Seminar in Animal Rights 
crn 67769                               T, 3:30p – 6:00p, Eddy 120 
 
It was not until the second half of the 20th century that society began to concern itself with the treatment 
and moral status of animals. The first animal ethics books were written in the 1970s By Peter Singer and 
Bernard Rollin, and since then the literature has increased exponentially. In this class, we develop a 
theory of animal ethics that follows from what we believe of human ethics. We then apply the theory to 
the major use of animals in society, including animal agriculture, animal research and testing, animals in 
entertainment, and use of animals as companions. In the course of our discussion we examine numerous 
basic issues such as what animal mind is and how we can know it; the significance of death to animals; 
and animal ethics in contrast with environmental ethics. 

 


